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KRISTA TIPPETT, HOST. I'm Krista Tippett. Today, a monumental religisalolar of our time, Jaroslav Pelikan, who dietiasek. |
interviewed himin his 80th year about the origifi€hristian doctrine, in patticular, the creeddilan knew that creeds are dificult
for modem people and yet he insisted human beiitbaways need them.

DR. JnrROSLAVPELIKAN: The singing ofthe creed is a very important érelished way ofindicating a universality of thehfaacross
notonly space but time. To know that in the Phitips this moming, this was the creed that wagedeand to know that the Emperor
Justinian in the sixth century and my late fattmet grandfather all afirmed this, all ofus togethe

Ms. TIPPETT. This isSpeaking of FaithStay with us. I'm Krista Tippett.

Every field ofhuman endeavorhas its heroes, mémamen who may be relatively unknown in the witldture but are living
legends in the worlds of their accomplishment.slavdP elikan, who died last week, was one of thidselevoted his life of scholarship
to exploring the vitality of ancient theology aneexds. He insisted that even modem pluralists steadg statements of belief. This
hourwe'll revisit my 2003 conversation with hitren, in his 80th year. He had just released anrtusiollection of Chiistian creeds
frombiblical times to the present and from acthgsglobe. It has already become the standardnestmr the coming century.

From American Public Media, this$peaking of Faitfpublic radio's conversation about religion, megnethics and ideas. Today,
"The Need for Creeds."

[Announcements]

Ms. TiPPETT. Jaroslav Pelikan was a professor of history a¢Wdiversity forover four decades and a pastgeasiofthe American
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Among his many bdaksyrote five epic volumes, the defining work aféime on Christian tradition,
A History of the Development of DoctrifReelikan's gitt was for darifying the past foetsake ofthe present and the future. And, as he
knew, the very ideaofreciting an unchanging cesetdposed many centuries ago is troublesome foy madem Americans. | asked
Jaroslav Pelikan how a fixed creed can be recahwilth an honest, intellectual faith which is symet marked by static certainty.
That,hetold me, as we began our conversatigrmessely the point.

DR.PELIKAN: My faith life, like that ofevery one else, fueties. There are ups and downs and hot spots ahspmds, and boredom
and ennui and all the rest can be there. And sodtnasked on a Sunday morning, "As 0f9:20, wbatall believe?" And then you sit
down with a three-by-five index card saying, 'Natd see. What do I believe today?" No, that'suhat they're asking me. They're
asking me, "Are you a memberofa community whvfor a millenniumand a half, has said, 'Wedydiin one God'?"

[Excerpts from Christian creeds in foreign langusbe

Ms. TIPPETT. Merriam-Webster's Dictionargefines acreed as a briefauthoritative forméilalious belief. The formulas we know
as theprincipal creeds ofthe church were hundrBgsars in the making, driven into being morelmyument than by agreement. In
the intellectua and religious ferment ofthe GrBooman world, various theologies and interpretatofithe Gospel competed for
credibility. The creeds were deemed necessarydidydh e basic tenets and truths ofthis rapid lyell@ping new religion. The Apostles’
Creed, which is used principally at baptisms, amsdrine challenge of Gnosticdism, which denied deatis was fully human. The
Nicene Creed responded to the heresy of Aryanidnighvdenied that Jesus was fully divine.

However abstract creedal statements might soumd éern ears, each linewas the result of genesabibimpassioned debate,
sometimes unto death. And each new line of eachcnesd of the past two millennia has been thetre$otore debate and
compromise.

DR.PELKAN: It is one ofthe diferences between Christiaaityg the other majorworld religions that Christyahias spawned many
creeds, as this set shows, thousands of pag esedfcr

Ms. TiPPETT. How many creeds have you collected?

DR.PELKAN: Well, we collected very nearly athousand of tlaewh cut it down to — | forget what the final bowseis on that —
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somewhere around 200, whereas to be Jewish ifirto, @f/ery day ifyou're observant and with yowind breath ifyou can, "Hear, O
Israel,the Lord is our God. The Lo is one,"8hemaand that's really al the creed that Israel negaldt's been possible to be Jewish
now forthese 3,000 orwhateveryears without poblg four volumes of creedal texts. "Thereis ol But Allah, and Muhammad is
His prophet"...

Ms. TIiPPETT. Right. The Muslimalso has —yes.

DR.PELIKAN: ...is enough ofa creed to animate the most ragidreskon of a religion in the history of humanityofa the death ofthe
prophetin 632to 732 in Gaul at the battle of Bouslam managed to spread fomthe Arabian P daissuth and all the way across
the nothem coast of Africato Gibraltar and iSfmein and on into France in 100 years with thislitiheecreed, and Christianity sprouts
themat will right and left.

Ms. TIPPETT. So whatis it about Christianity that has neededds?

DR.PELKAN: Well, what itis about religious faith that neemlsed is that religious faith in general, prayatredsed "To Whom It May
Concem," sentiment about some transcendent diamrentliemwise undefined, does not have any stagmgp It's OK to have that at
10:00 on a Sunday norning when you're out with yioamds somewhere, but, in the darkest hourdmfyou've gotto believe
something spedfic, and that spedificationis #sik bfthe creed, because, much as some peoplmtriise it, to believe onething is
also to disbelieve another. To say yes is alsayms. And clarifying what theyes is and thenifigdaway to say what itis we believe
and the experimentation involved in that, Ive madery good living studying the expermentatioying — how they tried on
particularwords for size. There are words in tieeB—important words — which didn't getinto tbreeds. You see...

Ms. TIiPPETT. Likewhat? | mean, give me a...

DR.PELIKAN: Like the designation of Christ lgyjos Logosmeans both "word" and "reason," as in logic. Arelgospel of John begins
with thewords that many people know: "In the begig was the Word, and the Word was with God ardMord was God, and the
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us." And it, imasiany ways, one ofthe most inrportant ternts @arguments about the
identity of Christ during the third and fourth agnés, and yet, in the only creed that all Chistiar almost all Christians havein
common, the so-called Nicene Creed, the term daggmear.

Ms. TipPETT. And why was that?

DR.PELIKAN: They wanted ratherto make use ofterms that wdaldy simultaneously the distinction between Gand His Son, that
when | say Ibelieve in Jesus Chiist, | am notggybelievein two gods. The doctiine ofthe Tivias the eflort to preseve
monotheism. The real Unitarians were the Triniteia

Ms. TiPPETT. And forsome in those arguments, thelogos imegened to truly present Christ as another entity...

DR.PELIKAN: That's right.

Ms. TIPPETT. ...separate rom God.

DR.PELIKAN: As a subordinate and, therefore, in the natulki®being, difierent.

Ms. TIPPETT. But | think, let's say, for modem Chiistians, whyeu say thdbgosis Christ as reason and logic, that might be stangget
appealing that was left out of the creeds thatevbelp ifit were in them.

DRr.PEeLKAN: Well, sure. Of course, subsequently, the termdagased very often in various creedal statemetaitements that are
intended to darify, amplify, specify this or trit ofthe Nicene Creed. So it's not that the i@esidiscarded, but that, in that particular
creedal statement, it doesn't appear.

Ms. TIPPETT. There was justa passage in your manuscript wioarsaid there's this question that's raised ilNtve Testament, which
gets raised again and again. It's aquestion ésat bsked: Who do you say ...

DR.PELKAN: What think ye...

Ms. TIPPETT. ...that | an? Who do you say | anf?
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DR.PELIKAN: Who do you say | am? Yeah.

Ms. TiPPETT. And that that question is asked again and agaiéry new tradition in every difierent cultureatractually is so simple
thatthat really made sense to me, that that'sportant question.

DR.PELIKAN: And that's the diference between Jesus and $scrat
Ms. TIPPETT. Say some more.

DR.PELIKAN: | mean, all ofus are, in one sense or anothpilgnf Socrates. John Stewart Mill said humanég ot be reminded
often enough that there was once a man named &yaat that's right. But there are no templestiouBocrates. Nobody everwrote
the "B Minor Mass" in honor of Socrates, becausediie upon people to leam and therefore to bedtonith themselves, buthe does
not cal upon themto take up their cross andvinlland both he and Jesus died forwhat they belieBet Jesus died in the conscious
commitment to the salvation ofthewonrd.

And so wherever the message is preached and bioughgtever language it comes from, the languagrmes to and the culture into
which it penetrates must, at some stage ofitsnatddn, leam to answer yet again the question:d\dinyou say that | an?" Because
the "you say"in that question is the culture inalilwe live. He's not asking, "Who does the fogghtury say that | am?"when it was
wiriting in Greek. That's important because, withtbiat, we wouldn't be where we are. But, at soriet poou have to bewho and what
you are inthe only culture in which you're evengado live, the only century in which you're goitegive and die, and, in that century,
you haveto answerwith whatever linguistic andbglophical equipment you have, you have to andveaytiestion: "Who do you say
that | anf"

Ms. TIiPPETT. Froma 2003 interview with esteemed historianslavd® elikan, who died last week at the age off 82Krista Tippett,
and this isSpeaking of Faitfrom American Public Media.

Today, Jaroslav Pelikan on "The Need for Creeds ditthored the definitive history of Christian dimé, and his 2003 compilation of
Chiistian creeds and confessions from across dhbeglas the first such effort since 1877.

Therewas no small amount of intrigue and politigkin the eary centuries of Christianity, but theras, nevertheless, a rich
intellectual and spiritua dialogue led by gredtlthrs and theologians who are no longer parteftlective memory of modern
Christians. Jaroslav Pelikan spent his life commmimtellectually with these figures, and, in nelias hip with them, he formulated his
thoughts on the meaning of creeds forpeople today.

DR.PELKAN: I'mbasically ahistorian ratherthan acontenpdtegologian. 'l usualy say that everybody'seapert on his own
century, and | file minority report on behalfo&threceding 19. And the history ofthe movemeftofstianity fromone place to
another, ofthe translations ofthe Bible into noare than 2,000 languages is the history of howsonght, in anew setting, not to
speak the same thing but to say the same thingsjyake quite differently. And to test the integétyd, therefore, the honesty and,
therefore, ulimately, the authenticity ofwhat yrewsaying, that's thetask ofa creed.

[Excerpt from Christian chant]

Ms. TIiPPETT. The only universal Christian creed is the Nicemee€. It's common ground for Eastem Orthodox, Ro@atholic,
Anglican, Lutheran, Calvinist and many other Crarst. It was drawn up at the first globa meetifithe Christian church, the Coundil
ofNicea, in 325, butitwas only solidified 56 ye&ater at the Coundl of Constantinople. The Nec€reed is otten sung or chanted. It
begins "Credimus in unum Deum," "We believe in Goel."Here is one ofthe earliest settings of tatnwords fromthe sixth
century.

[Excerpt from Latin chant of the Nicene Creed]

ReADER: Reader. "Webelieve in one God, the Father, tisighity, makerof heaven and earth, of all thaségn and unseen. We
believein one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only So@ad, etemally begotten ofthe Father, God from @gidt from light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being withrtttieer. Through Him all things were made. Fomgsfar our salvation, He came
down from heaven: by the power ofthe Holy SpHie became incamate romthe Virgin Mary, and wasanman. For oursake He
was crudfied under Pontius Pilate, He sufleredhdaad was buried. On the third day He rose agaatéordance with the scriptures;
He ascended into heaven and is seated at théndigtitofthe Father. He will come again in glonutdge the living and the dead, and
His kingdomwill have no end.We believe in theyH8pirit, the Lord, the giver oflife who procedsm the Father. With the Father
and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He pakan through the prophets. We believe in one tallyolic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptismfor the forgivenessist Ve look forthe resurection ofthe dead aalife oftheworld to come."
DR.PELKAN: So, at onelevel, the reason for the univershoaity of the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed & pbolitical and

ultimately military authority it caried. And eadonquest by the Roman Empire also brought the .o@ektantine's mother, St. Helen,
came to Jerusalem, and it was she who found thubckepof Christ and found thetrue cross. Andhimttue cross were nails, which she
sentto Constantine, and he had them melted daevminit for his war horse. "Onward Christian seisli marching as to war" And as
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he marched and conquered, the creed came righitwhiind so, centuries later,in the great, modspansion of Christianity during the
18th and, above al,the 19th century, my lateeegllie, Kenneth Scott Latourette at Yale, wrote eseolume history ofthe expansion
of Chiistianity, and three ofthe seven volumesarthe 19th century. Whileit's not acadentd,éso the great century of colonialism.
So the religion ofthe white man, which broughtitstion and a money economy and all the advantagedisadvantages ofbeing
modem, also brought the creeds.

Ms. TipPeTT. Well, thisis making me think that we should bartdiag this rom modem worship.

DR.PELKAN: And substituting ancther creed for it orno créesia plausible suggestion, and, indeed, yoiinate tradition of a fairly
substantial group, particularly in the United Stats we celebrate the 200th anniversary of otfeegfreatest thinkers America
produced, Ralph Waldo Emerson, for whom | havetgrersonal afiection.

My mother,who was bom in Semia,leamed Engligttly reading Emerson. | still have her copieBmérson from hergirlhood. And
Emerson was a graduate of Harvard Divinity Schodiaas a Unitarian minister, so he was quite pegptarbelieve that everyone
should compose a creed difierent fromthe tradittmsaid to the Divinity School students at Haier1838, Y ou must be yourselfa
newborn bard ofthe Holy Spirit and sing it outtieTtrouble with thatis, you do it and then yolitdolittie bit more, and pretty soon
you haveto teach your children something, anthedést you can do is to teach themwhat you la@deyou do that ageneration or
two, and all ofa sudden, there you have...

Ms. TIPPETT. ...a new creed.
DR.PELIKAN: ...anew creed.
Ms. TipPeTT. All right.

DR.PELKAN: And the only alternative to tradition is bad ttamfi.
Ms. TIPPETT. Religious historian Jaroslav P elikan.

And here is a contenporary setting ofthe Nicens@r"Summa" by Estonian composer Arvo P &rt.

(Excerpt from "Summa")

Ms. TiPPETT. Tell me what you value when you say the NicenedCreknow you know the Nicene Creed not just iglBi but in
many languages.

DR.PELKKAN: Partly because ofwhat we've aready talked abambely that 'mvery wrapped up in the whole mistd the church

and particularly in the history ofits teachingfisat | cannot come at any question as thougtdinkser been approached before. P artly
because ofthat, the singing ofthe creed is aiwgrgrtant and cherished way ofindicating a urseletly of the faith across not only
space buttime. To know that in the Philippines thoming this was the creed that was recited asiad to know that the Emperor
Justirp]ian in the sixth century and Thomas Aquinase 13th and my late father and grandfatherffalinad this — it's we, all ofus
together.

(Excerpt from "Mass in B Minor")

DR.PELIKAN: My late friend Stephen Jay Gould,who insistethwidgmatic fervorthathewasn't abeliever, wagmber —in

addition to being adistinguished paleontologist aterific communicator, Steve Gould was a memibre Handel and Haydn
Sodiety in Boston, and so he sang all this Chnigtiasic. And in an inteview several years agoweivere both involved in, hewas
asked about communication with other planets ameratorids, and how should we try to reach peogle don'‘t know our language or
anything else. And he said, "We should play théBRdvinor Mass' and say, in as many languageseasaw, 'This is the best we have
everdone, and wewould like you to hear it, andiilee to hearthe best you have everdone. Artesvould want broadcast systems
blaring across our solar systemand beyond itthghB Minor Mass," including “Credo in unum Deum."

Ms. TIiPPETT. Right. And that foryou is the setting ofthis @rereed ofthe church.

DR.PELIKAN: Sure.
(Excerpt from "Mass in B Minor")

Ms. TIPPETT. This isSpeaking of FaithAfter a short break, more of my 2003 conversatidh religious historian and thinker Jaroslav
Pelikan, who died last week. The health of pluraiiiety, he believed, will depend, in part, aorag statements of belief.

Continue this exploration at speakingofaith ogisweek, find all the music and chants you'veljestrd Use the P articulars section
onourWeb site as a guide to this program. Doveh&waMP3 to your desktop subscribe to our free weekly podcéssten at any
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time, at any place. Alsgign up for our free e-mail newslettAfl this and more at speakingofaith.org.

I'mKiista Tippett. Stay with uSpeaking of Faitktomes to you rom American Public Media.

[Announcements]

Ms. TiPPETT. Welcome back t&peaking of Faittpublic radio's conversation about religion, megnethics and ideas. ImKrista
Tippett. Today, "The Need for Creeds" with religidustorian Jaroslav Pelikan, who has died atdle®832.

Jaroslav Pelikan produced the 20th century's nudisb étative research on the history and meanir@hwittian tradition. In his 80th
year, Pelikan published Credo, a four-volume cidiemf Christian creeds from biblical times to firesent and fromaround theworld.
He aso wrote adefinitive historical and theolagguide that accompanied the collection. In 208Bp ke with him about that
manusciipt and his larger work ofilluminatinggaus tradition in order to enliven faith in thespent and the future. And | asked
Jaroslav Pelikan how reliable any creedal statecasmbe.

Ms. TIPPETT. Isn't faith, at heart, about mystery, which canambe perfectly comprehended?

DR.PELKKAN: St.Augustine, who wrote probably the mostimpiarbmok about the Holy Trinity ever wiitten, an emous work in
abstract Latin exploring ifwe are created in thege of God and God is Trinity, then how is the &dnsoul a Trinity, and then looking
at all kinds ofbiblical passages and all that. Anthe end of this enormous work, on which hespemany years, he said, "We have
said this not in orderto say something, but inreorit to remain atogether silent," and thattrig

And I'msure that asdentist feels that way, sod know, in a sense, I'mascientist. |work stdical science. So, for me, as a scholar
would say — that's the more appropriate term nowhe-historical conditionedness ofall ofthis, teath ofthese words has centuries
ofdevelopment behind it, that there was atimenwtemple believed in auniversethat had threesfand, therefore, Christ can
descend into hell and ascend into heaven as thauglere alitin asmall building with three Idggand that we can't believe that
anymore, etc., all ofthatisin there, and | caipe it out, performa frontal lobotomy, as thouglveren't true. But,because you have
to say something, we cannot but speak of thosgstwitich we have seen and heard, the apostles #aghhook of Acts, because you
have to say something. And because what you selyasyou have received as it then passes throughngb around you, Isay what |
say in thecreed, and it also performs the fundfanfiag.

Ms. TIPPETT. How's that?

DR.PELIKAN: An identity by which we are known to those who maybe part ofthis community but who want to kwehat you are.
You wear a flagin yourlapel oryou fly a flaginoyour sailboat orwhatever. Thereis a mark oftite

Ms. TiPPETT. And that is one ofthe dificult sticking pointsrfmodem peopleliving in an increasingly plutaisvord. Right? And
you talk about this agreat deal in your manuscripti're very much aware ofthe modem discomfort.

DR.PELKAN: Sure.
Ms. TiPPETT. The discomfort ofthe modem consciousness witwinole notion of creed.

DR.PELKAN: Yeah, Imawatre ofit. | don't share it. But I'myes, I'maprofessorin a secular university, asdhe saying goes, and
some of my best friends have nothing to do witledseThe interesting thing, though, is the woriahisch more pluralistic thanitis
relativistic, and those are often equated in thalaeWest. Because there are so many diferergfbeherefore, the best thing is not to
have any béliefs. But all those otherbeliefs anry firm, as we're discovering, now that sudderdyr@consdous that there are a billion
Muslims in the world. And the need to have undeditey and toleration and to guarantee religio ustybare otten grounded by people
on relativism. Because you can't really know amgtfor sure. Therefore, you must not constrainmtteebelieve, which is basically
what Thomas Jeflerson said.

Ms. TiPPETT. Right. Well, also, Ithink there's a sort of impail—it's not always articulated —that if you gaom a truth, that, in some
way, you are negating the truth of another. Pefegliehat way . Americans feel that way.

DR.PELKKAN: As | say,becausethey came to their understamdirgigious toleration by way ofa conviction thiéigious beliefs are
relative. Ifwe're going to have to wait for onlbitm Muslims to become relativists...
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Ms. TiPPETT. To live in our kind of plurdisnf

DR.PELKAN: Yeah,ifthat's the way we're going to get religionderstanding, then we better fasten our sladity. The most
important systematic formulation of Jewish theolgy uide to the Perplexéy Rabbi Moses Maimonides, Ranbam, was written
under the protection ofa Muslim ruler and wrifted\rabic. And the mostimportant statement of Bras©rthodox Christianity ever
wiritten was entitled "On the Orthodox Faith" bydofiDamascus, protected by the sultan of DamaSouthat here, in a Muslim-ruled
culture, both ofthese scholars forthe other tneagmonotheisms ofthe Book...

Ms. TIPPETT. Made profound statements oftheir faith.
DR.PELKAN: That's right. And it's hard to believe that thaiid have happened in modem Baghdad.

Ms. TiPPETT. No, but that's where your communion with histomg Bringing those pieces of information into ourdam consdousness
isimportant.

DR.PELKAN: Yeah,that's the first —and we have to have thand-so it must be possible —let's say withinfilai@ework of Islam

— it must be possible to afirmthe faith of IslariThere's one God, and Mohammed is His prophet$-a-faith by which you would
bewilling to live and die,to afirmthat and betsame time — not nevertheless, but therefore saytdhat those who do not share this
faith have the right to afirmtheir faith, partgcause there is only one God and anybody whoveslie God believes in that God, and
there are not several gods lined up as — as ditesma

Ms. TiPPETT. And I can hear that as a very pertinent challéngeay, Chiristians in America.

DR.PELKAN: Well, sure, many ofwhom don't believe much ofthimg. Y ou see, but the Second Vatican Coundil is-tdmarkable
event ofthe 20th century, certainly the most itrgameligious event ofthe 20th century — maytsernost important event since the
Reformation. At the Second Vatican Council the aetion on religious liberty, largely written by hage friend Father John Courtney
Murray ofthe Society of Jesus, declared the adin¢ligious liberty not on the basis of saying glVdoesn't matter much what you
believe."Quite the opposite. Because you belredfee Christian tradition, which afirms creatiofttee human race in theimage of
God — thetile ofthe dedaration is 'Dignitatisidanae," "Human Dignity." Because ofthat, bectsefore, religious faith is so
important ratherthan becauseits so trivial gfficee, you must not constrain others becausedaittonly be given freely.

Ms. TIiPPETT. I'mKrista Tippett, and this Speaking of Faitfrom American Public Media. Today, my 2003 conaéos on the need
for creeds with one ofthe great religious histwiaf ourtime, Jaroslav P elikan, who died lastkwee

The creeds ofthe Christian church were princp@idant to clarify the meaning ofthe life, deatth eesurrection of Jesus. Yet, even
the oldest creeds were crafted centuries aftesthets. Many modem believers ciiticize the crded®cusing exdusively on doctrine
and failing to describe the way Jesus lived Hes When | spoke with Jaroslav Pelikan, | asked helwalanced his high regard for
doctrine with other religious values, like spirltuitality and acts ofjustice.

DR.PELKAN: Every Sunday at worship— I'ma member ofthe@iolx Church in America— in théturgy of St. John Chrysostom
which goes back to the fourth centuty, the charitist us love one another, that with one mind ves monfess the Holy Trinity, onein
essence and undivided. Let us love one another...

Ms. TiPPETT. That we may confess...

DR.PELKAN: ...thatwe may confess. And so nobody says thatliti nature of God to be acreed, and the Nevaifest saysit is the
nature of God to be love. And so to get the primistraight, even just as you're about to reuiecteed, yet again, "Let us love one
another." But ifwe love one another, then, for thireg, we shouldn't tell each other lies. We stiodl each other thetruth, as God has
givenitto us to seethe truth, and ifyou doraihtio tell a lie, tell the truth as the church pesceived and leamed the truth, then you
end up with something that has adistinct famigergblance to the creed, because we love one arantth&ve our children and love
the generations yet unbom, want to pass on towtetwe have been blessed with, which is, amomer dtiings, the creed.

And the creed s, of course, primaiily in the sgtofprayer and worship. t's a liturgical afiitiom more often chanted than spoken. A
creed is spoken at baptism, but most ofthe redieafme, in most ofthe traditions, itis sungdthat says something, too, because
there are things we can sing that we have a haelgaying. And the language oflove, which is infmman experience, a curious
combination of spontaneity and convention. Theseguent temibly many ways to say "l love youskles saying "l love you." We're
recording this in the state of Minnesota, in whienold story is ofthe Norwegian who loved hissigb much he ailmost told her. And
soin onesense, it's avery conventional, repefitote thing to do, to say "l love you.""You #re one llove. There is no one elsel
love." There aren't very many permutations.
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And on the other hand, the language oflove istsp@ous. You can't repress it. It comes time tatsdgm it,you say it and take the
consequences.And that's how itis, how God'sitoespressed both spontaneously by God and coamehtiby God. God also says,
"l loveyou,"and in avery conventional way, andiim, ourloveto God,which is aways a respdaselove that started with Himand
ends in Him, our responseto thatlove is the senfone another and of humanity but also anfadaration.

(Excerpt from Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom)

Ms. TIPPETT. This setting ofthe St. John Chrysostomtex Jaatslav P elikan mentioned is by the Russian coengergey
Rachmaninov.

(Excerpt from Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom)
Ms. TIPPETT. This is giving me a lovely and exalted way tolthdbout a remark you makein your book, that oimgtthat someone
who studies all these creeds, as youve doneyickddy is the sheer repetitiveness ofthem. Right?

DR.PELIKAN: You should try to proofread them all in the cownta few weeks, as we did, and then you discasttjow —you
wonder, didn't ljust read this one yesterday?

Ms. TiPPETT. NO, and it— but it's so interesting becausenkttiinat where someone goes when they hear thaetahethese thousands
ofcreeds is that everybody's doing it difererdlythe time, and that's not realy what you fiBdt | did want to dwell briefly on one
that | sense is near and dearto your hear, vidittihs Maasai Creed...

DR.PELIKAN: Oh, yes.

Ms. TIPPETT. ...the Maasai people of Africa, which was writtenuard 1960, the Congregation ofthe Holy Ghost @t Mégeria. | don't
know.Would you like to read some ofyour favorite...

DR.PELIKAN: Like most creeds, itis designed on athreefoltbpaof Father, Son, and Holy Spirt and comesodtite experience of
Christians in Africawho were animists, fetishistso worshiped things in nature and the mystenf@find who then, upon receiving
the Christian faith, began reciting the creedfi@g bad been taught, in this case by Roman Cathidionaries, in other cases by
Evangelical or Orthodox missionaries. But afteowspte of generations ofthat, a Christian commugigdually comes ofage, achieves
a level of maturation where you want to do it fousgelf, do it yourway, speaking in your contesing the images ofyour culture.
And the question is can you do that without saimd the integrity of what you have received?désy just to repeat, but thenit's not
yourown. It's easy to say whatis your own asghawobody had eversaid it before, but then thstipneis whetherits authentically
Christian. And I think this manages to do bothhafte in a remarkable way.

(Excerpt from "Gem Na (The Nicene Creed)")

DR.PELKAN: "We believein one high God,who out oflove adahe beautiful word. We believe that God madmigtis promise
by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, a man in thie,feedew by tribe, born poor in alittle villagehaleft His home and was always on
safari doing good, curing people by the power od@eaching about God and man, and showing thangaaing ofreligion is love. He
was rejected by His people,tortured and nailediband feet to a cross, and died. He was buritégk igrave, but the hyenas did not
touch Him, and on thethird day He rose from trew g!"

(Excerpt from "Gem Na (The Nicene Creed)")

DR.PELIKAN: Now for onething, the Nicene Creed as well ag\ghesties' Creed go directly rombom ofthe \irgflary to sufiered
under Pontius Pilate. And thewhole story in thejists. ..

Ms. TiPPETT. The life of Christ.
DR.PELIKAN: ...yeah, is justleapt over.
Ms. TIPPETT. And that's what alot of modem people have zéttin the creeds.

DR.PELIKAN: You go from Alphato Omega. And here, see, Helwas, as the creed said, He left His home — thetlsrdon't say that
— and He was always on safariin Africa. When d et the first time, a student of mine who'd baenember of a religious order,
she was asister, and she had been in ahosp@siNigeria, and that's the creed they recittékatliturgy. And so she brought it to
me, and ljust got shivers, just the thought, yoavk, the hyenas did not touch Himand the act fidiolee — God lives even in spite of
the hyenas. Butit's a good example ofthis mddal Itquoted eadier, that itis not enough to Sttanize Africa. We have to Africanize
Chiistianity.

(Excerpt from "Gem Na (The Nicene Creed)")

DR.PELKAN: In the 1930s under the Nazs, a movement thatedaotpurify Germany offoreign —thatis to sawidh —influences
and to afirm Aryanism — thatis to say,we do waint to Christianize Germany, we want to G erma@itastianity — taking the same
model, and they ended up...
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Ms. TIPPETT. ...completely destroying...

DR.PELIKAN: ...denying that Jesus was Jewish, refusing to ordagmiest or minister anyone who had one-fourthslewiood. And so
intuitively, one knows that this Maasai creed hasring of authenticity and that that Nazi creedsdwot. But spedifying that,
explaining what is the real diference betweenkind of — as they use the technical word — acaatimn and that kind, is not easy.
And by thetimeyou'redone, youve got to be tglkébout the nature of creeds.

Ms. TipPETT. Esteemed religious historian Jaroslav Pelikandived last week. For al his reverence forthe Btabihich the creeds
ofer, Pelikan's personal faith joumey had sometifa modem trend in it. In 1998, at the agésoffter alifetime as aLutheran,
Pelikan converted to another tradition, that of&agOrthodox Christianity. Eastem Orthodox lijutges preserved words and forms of
worship fomandenttimes. | asked Jaroslav Peliav this personal conversion reflected his fpfens in communion with tradition.
DR.PELKAN: The centrality oftradition as a force, as therbreafthe message, as what the church believesféwdon't believe
anything at aparticular moment, and the capatéitsadition to sustain itselfand to sustain tharch is something with which Ihave
been inpressed partly through my own studies artypg my faith and the redlization that, of caeiishere was tradition before there
was a Bible,that the Bible came out oftraditind .a

Ms. TiPPETT. Took a couple of hundred years to pull together.

DR.PELIKAN: ...and tradition went on intempreting the Bible athe last book ofthe Bible had been wiitten, ambep awareness and,
| suppose, a deepening awareness, histoncagtadnly change but of continuity. I've never sieémprint that every day, since the
middle ofthe first century, Christians have gatidepgether around bread and wine, thanked Goceanived it as the body and blood
of Chiist, that there has been no day when thattdidppen. The doctrines about it have changedifuingical forms have changed, all
ofthat,but that this has happened every day —nyaltiply 2,000 by 365 with an extraday forle&@asg, that's a massive continuity,
and creeds represent that. And you know, Moli&eBourgeois Gentilhommiee discovered one day that he had been speakisg p
all hislife. And so Isort ofdiscovered that iden speaking Orthodox all my life. And so | dideally convert. Convertis to change,
and | didn't change. Isimply discovered the caityrthat had been there all along.

Ms. TipPeTT. Well, isn'tthat what change is often about? Itdamow.

DR.PELKAN: Well, | suppose.
(Excerpt from musical selection)

Ms. TiPPETT. Jaroslav Pelikan died on May 13th, 2006 at theo&§2.He was professorofhistory at Yae
University forover four decades. He's the autliomany books, induding his 2003 opseda More recently,
P elikan publishetlvhose Bible s It? A History of Scriptures ThrotiygdAges

Continue this conversation at speakingofaith.@antact us with your thoughtdse the Particulars links a guide
to this program. This wedknd the Maasai Credthat Jaroslav Pelikan recited as well as an agaophica essay
he published recently. Listen on demand for nogeht this angrevious prograns in our Archive sedion
subscribe to our free weekly podca&u can alsgign up forour e-mail newsletfavhich brings my joumal and
transcripts into your in box. That's speakingolffaty.

This programwas produced by Kate Moos, Mitch Hanigsian Newhouse, Colleen Scheck, and Jody Abnamso
with editor Ken Hom. OurWeb producer is TrentiGslwith assistance from llona Piotrowska. Sp dioihk s this
week to Marty Pelikan, who engineered this interviand to St. Madimirs Seminary. The executivadpicer of
Speaking of Faittis Bill Buzenberg. And 'm Krista Tippett.

Visit speakingoffaith.org
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